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Airlines are being o�ered air-
port slots at key stations
such as Bengaluru, Hydera-
bad and Lucknow following
the government’s move to
redistribute slots vacated by
IndiGo after its December
flight cancellations.

Industry sources said se-
lect slots are also being made
available on Delhi–Mumbai
services.

However, only one airline
has expressed interest in a
few slots. Most carriers are
constrained by limited air-
craft availability and crew re-
sources. 

On Thursday, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation held a meet-
ing with representatives of
airlines to outline the pro-
cess and conditions for the
redistribution of vacated
slots.

As per an o�cial docu-
ment, airlines have been
asked to submit their slot re-
quests and their operational
readiness.

The document stated that
airlines seeking the slots will
need to demonstrate availab-
ility of aircraft, flying and

cabin crew as also other op-
erational resources to ensure
that the allocated slots are
e�ectively utilised.

Besides, the Ministry in-
dicated that airlines should
not cancel or curtail existing
services to deploy in the
newly allotted slots.

VACATED SLOTS

The vacated slots will be ex-
amined for a final view by a
‘Slot Coordination Commit-
tee’ constituted by the Min-
istry. The Ministry has cau-

tioned that any slots
allocated but not utilised as
per the stated plan can be
withdrawn and reassigned. 

“The goal is to ensure op-
timal use of airport infra-

structure amid capacity con-
straints at major airports,”
sources said.

The Centre had directed
IndiGo to reduce its flight
schedule by 10 per cent
across sectors to stabilise op-
erations and curb cancella-
tions. The airline was also
asked to avoid high-fre-
quency routes and single-
flight sectors, leading IndiGo
to lower its capacity. 

Its operations are cur-
rently limited to 1,860-1,900
domestic flights daily.

Few takers for airport slots
vacated by IndiGo after turmoil
HANDICAPPED. Carriers are constrained by aircraft availability, crew shortage 

Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

FLIGHT SLOTS. Airlines have been asked to submit their slot requests and operational readiness 

Goal is to ensure
the optimal use 
of airport
infrastructure amid
capacity constraints
at major airports

Milky Mist signs MoU with
Maharashtra at Davos

Chennai: Value-added dairy
firm Milky Mist Dairy Food on
Friday signed a memorandum
of understanding with the
Government of Maharashtra to
set up a largescale milk
processing and dairy products
manufacturing facility in the
state. The MoU was signed at
the ongoing World Economic
Forum (WEF) annual meeting
in Davos, in the presence of
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis. OUR BUREAU 

QUICKLY.

CANEUS, Maha govt
announce partnership

Pune: CANEUS International, 
in partnership with
Maharashtra, announced on
Friday plans to establish the 
world’s first dedicated Mid-
TRL (Technology Readiness
Level 4–6) Institute in the 
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR). The MoU was signed 
in the presence of Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
and Milind Pimprikar of
CANEUS International at
Davos. The proposed 
institute will focus on Mid-
TRL Innovation, Acceleration
and Skilling in frontier
technologies-Aerospace,
Space, Energy and 
Deeptech. OUR BUREAU

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has said
the State has secured major
investment commitments at
the World Economic Forum
2026, spanning industry, ser-
vices, agriculture, techno-
logy and artificial intelli-
gence, with projects
expected to generate large-
scale employment across
regions.

Speaking at Davos, Fad-
navis said Maharashtra was
among 10 Indian States rep-
resented at the global forum,
calling it a matter of pride for
the State. 

He announced that invest-
ment proposals running into
several thousand crore ru-
pees had been finalised, with
83 per cent of the agree-
ments involving foreign dir-
ect investment (FDI). 

According to the Chief
Minister, investors from 18
countries have committed to
projects in Maharashtra.

The proposed invest-
ments will not be limited to
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region but will extend to
Konkan, Marathwada and
Vidarbha. North Maha-
rashtra districts such as

Nashik, Ahilyanagar, Nan-
durbar and Dhule are also ex-
pected to attract significant
capital inflows.

KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Among the key announce-
ments is the development of
an Innovation City in the up-
coming ‘Third Mumbai’, to
be led by Tata Sons. The In-
novation City is envisaged as
a future-ready urban hub,
with a focus on advanced
technology and innovation-
led growth.

In addition, a growth
centre will be developed at
Raigad–Pen, where a com-
mercial hub on the lines of
Mumbai’s Bandra-Kurla
Complex will be created
through a partnership
between the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region Development
Authority and the private
sector. 

Several international
companies have expressed
interest in investing in the
Raigad–Pen Growth Cor-
ridor, Fadnavis said.

The Chief Minister de-
scribed this year’s Davos en-
gagement as a significant
milestone for Maharashtra
in terms of attracting foreign
investment, adding that the
projects are expected to
boost economic growth.

Have secured major
investment commitments
at Davos: Maharashtra CM 
Our Bureau
Pune 

The World Economic Forum
has decided to establish five
new Centres for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, in-
cluding one in India’s
Andhra Pradesh.

Two such centres are
already there in India — one
in Mumbai and the other in
Telangana. 

The Fourth Industrial Re-
volution Network is a plat-
form for multi-stakeholder
collaboration, bringing to-
gether public and private
sectors to help ensure emer-
ging technologies deliver be-
nefits for society while min-
imising risks.

Launched by the WEF in
2017, the network brings to-
gether independent national
and thematic centres across
Europe, the Middle East,
Asia and the Americas to ad-
vance the responsible devel-
opment and application of
exponential technologies.

Besides Andhra Pradesh,
the other new centres will be
in France, the UK and the
UAE. Each centre will work
with governments and in-
dustry to deliver practical
policy frameworks and pi-
lots, address regional priorit-
ies , the WEF said.

WEF to launch 5
centres for Fourth
Industrial
Revolution

Press Trust of India 
Davos

Four major Indian steel-
makers — Tata Steel, JSW
Steel and state-run SAIL and
RINL — disclosed their pri-
cing plans to rivals and co-
ordinated production cuts to
reduce supplies, an anti-
trust investigation report
seen by Reuters shows.

In the most high-profile
antitrust case involving In-
dia’s steel sector, an investig-
ation by the Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
found 28 firms colluded on
steel prices, meaning they
could face hefty fines, Reu-
ters reported exclusively on
January 6.

INVESTIGATION REPORT

The investigation report into
the four major companies
that has not been made pub-
lic shows the commission re-
viewed dozens of WhatsApp
chats, including from groups
named “Friends of Steel”,
“Tycoons” and “Steel Live
Market” that were seized
during 2022 industry raids. It
analysed pricing changes,
sales and production
patterns.

Tata Steel, JSW Steel and
state-run Steel Authority of
India Ltd, or SAIL, and
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd,

or RINL, colluded during
2018-2023, the report says.

“There is enough circum-
stantial evidence... of con-
certed e�orts by SAIL, RINL,
JSW and Tata Steel,” the
commission report, drafted
in April 2025, said. The four
companies “were influen-
cing the market with the
sensitive price information
in advance,” it said.

Consultancy BigMint es-
timates the companies ac-
count for 44.4 per cent of In-
dia’s steel market.

Tata Steel in a statement
to Reuters said it “categoric-
ally denies any wrongdoing”
and that it determines its
prices independently based
on prevailing market condi-
tions and other factors.

It added it will submit its
detailed responses to the
competition commission.

NO RESPONSE 

JSW, SAIL and RINL did not
respond to requests for com-
ment from Reuters. Their ex-
ecutives denied wrongdoing
during the investigation, the
report said. 

The Competition Com-
mission, which does not
make any cartel case details
public in line with its rules,
also did not respond.

The steel case started in
2021 and the companies
were in October asked to

submit their financial details
— typically asked for penalty
calculations — and share any
final objections.

Senior o�cials at the com-
mission are reviewing the
findings. They have powers
to impose fines or overturn
investigation findings.

Tata, JSW, SAIL and RINL
were not raided in the 2022
operation, but many smaller
firms and industry groups
were.

RETRIEVED CHATS

The Competition Commis-
sion retrieved chats from the
phones of other companies’
executives that referred to
the pricing plans of JSW,
Tata, SAIL and RINL.

The report made no men-
tion of any message being
written by the four compan-
ies’ executives, but said the
investigators correlated in-
formation in the chats with
company’s actual price
changes, and found them to
be in synchrony.

One message in 2022 was
posted in a group called
“TMTTYCOONS” - TMT
refers to steel bars used in
construction. 

It said: “TODAY SAIL IN-
CREASED ₹1000pmt in HR
COIL/FLAT products. As per
close sources, all primary
producers are likely to in-
crease prices.”

Reuters
New Delhi 

CCI probe links Tata, JSW to steel cartel
via WhatsApp chats, production data

On the back of persistently
high slippages, private sector
lender Bandhan Bank is mak-
ing structural changes to re-
vamp underwriting in the
microloans or Emerging En-
trepreneur Business (EEB)
segment to ensure better
risk management. 

“We are putting business
rules into our system so that
hardly any discretion or dis-
crimination is there in giving
the right borrowers the right
amount and the right
product,” Bandhan Bank MD
and CEO Partha Pratim Sen-
gupta said during the bank’s
Q3FY26 earnings confer-
ence call.

HIGH NPAS

The bank has been witness-
ing a high level of non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) in the
EEB segment, as total slip-
pages stood at ₹1,314 crore
for Q3. In Q1 and Q2, total
slippages were ₹1,234 crore
and ₹1,590 crore, respect-
ively. 

“We want to reduce the
stress further down, espe-
cially the DPD (Days Past

Due) book, and we will pre-
vent the slippages,” he said.

“The slippages also came
down during the quarter by
around ₹280 crore q-o-q. So
if this tendency goes on, I
think within one or two
years, we will have a very
healthy book,” Sengupta
said.

For Q3FY26, credit cost
fell to 3.3 per cent from 4.1
per cent for the correspond-
ing period last fiscal. The
bank’s management re-
mained confident of achiev-
ing its credit cost guidance of
1.6–1.7 per cent by FY27-
end, with EEB credit costs
settling at around 2.5 per
cent.

During Q3, the lender sold
stressed assets worth over
₹6,800 crore to two asset re-
construction companies —
Asset Reconstruction Com-
pany (India) Ltd (ARCIL)
and Phoenix ARC.

Gross non-performing as-
sets ratio fell to 3.33 per cent
from 4.68 per cent a year ago.
Net NPA ratio stood at 0.99
per cent compared to 1.28
per cent in Q3FY25. 

Bandhan Bank reported a
51.79 per cent y-o-y fall in its
net profit to ₹205.59 crore
for Q3.

Bandhan Bank making
structural changes to
revamp underwriting 
Mithun Dasgupta
Kolkata

Abbott has taken “a series of
actions to prevent the mis-
use and diversion of codeine-
based Phensedyl”, the
healthcare company said, re-
sponding to a report indicat-
ing that its supply chain was
under “scrutiny” in an in-
vestigation on the alleged
misuse of cough syrups.

Outlining the steps, Ab-
bott said, it included “setting
manufacturing and supply
limits, eliminating sales in-
centives for trade, conduct-
ing distributor and chemist
education programmes, per-
forming business inspec-
tions, and supplying only
through State FDA-licensed
distributors.” 

The company said, “Sev-
eral years ago, Abbott de-
veloped and continues to
market a version of
Phensedyl without codeine.
During this time, our distrib-
utors held the appropriate li-
cences to distribute codeine
products and Abbott had a
robust process and internal
control framework in place
to ensure that we sold only to
appropriately authorized
distributors.” 

Steps taken to
prevent misuse of
codeine-based
Phensedyl: Abbott

Our Bureau
Mumbai 
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समेुध वाघमारे  
लोकमत न्यजू नटेवकर्  

नागपरू :  वाढते अपघात, बेिशस्त 
वाहनचालकांमुळे जाणारे िनष्पाप जीव 
पाहता कें द्राने कठोर पाऊल उचलले 
आहे. कें द्रीय मोटार वाहन कायदा, १९८९ 
मध्ये  बदल करत एका वषार्त पाचवेळा  
वाहतकू िनयमांचे उल्लंघन केल्यास 
वाहनाचे रिजस्टे्रशन रद्द व ड्रायिंव्हग 
लायसन्स कायमचे रद्द करण्याचा िनणर्य 
घेतला आहे.  

राज्यात अपघातांचे भीषण वास्तव 
धक्कादायक आहे. जानेवारी ते नोव्हेंबर 
२०२३ दरम्यान ३१,९५९ अपघातांत 
१३,९२१ जणांचा मतृ्य ूझाला. २०२४ मध्ये 
ही संख्या वाढून ३२,७८३ अपघातांत 
१४,१८५ मतृ्य ू झाले, तर २०२५ मध्ये 
३३,००२ अपघातांत १४,०६६ जणांना 
जीव गमवावा लागला. दंडाच्या रकमा 
वाढवनूही अपघात कमी न झाल्याने, 
सरकारने आता थेट वाहनचालकांवरच 
कारवाईचा बडगा उगारला आहे.

वाहतकू िनयमांची पाचवी 
चकू ठरेल आता शेवटची ! 
गाडी, लायसन्स होणार रद्द, कें द्रीय मोटार वाहन कायद्यात बदल

अपीलची सधंी, पण 
ठरावीक अटीनसुारच 

 चालान जारी झाल्यापासनू वाहन 
मालकाला ४५ िदवसांचा ‘ग्रसे 

िपरीयड’ (सवलतीचा काळ) िदला 
जाईल. त्यानंतर पढुील ३० िदवसांच्या 
आत दंड भरण ेबंधनकारक असले. 

 चालानिवरुद्ध ४५ िदवसांच्या 
आत संबंिधत प्रािधकाऱ्याकडे 

अपील दाखल करता येईल. 
प्रािधकाऱ्याला ३० िदवसांच्या आत त्या 
अजार्वर िनकाल देणे बंधनकारक आहे. 
अन्यथा ते चालान आपोआप रद्द होईल.  

प्रािधकाऱ्याचा िनकाल  िवरोधात 
गलेा, तर ३० िदवसांत दंड भरावा 
लागले. यावर  चालक 

न्यायालयात दाद माग ूशकतात. मात्र,  
त्यापवूर्ी दंड रकमचे्या ५० टक्के रक्कम 
पिरवहन िवभागाकड ेजमा करण े
अिनवायर् असले. कें द्रीय रस्त ेवाहतकू व 
महामागर् मंत्रालयान े अिधकृत राजपत्रात 
अिधसचूना प्रिसद्ध केली आह.े

आता कायमस्वरूपी 
कारवाई होणार  
एखाद्या वाहनचालकान ेएका 
वषार्त पाचवळेा वाहतकू िनयम 
मोडल,े तर संबंिधत वाहनाच े
नाेंदणी प्रमाणपत्र (रिजस्ट्रशेन) रद्द 
होईल, सोबतच ड्रायिंव्हग लायसन्स 
कायमस्वरूपी रद्द होणार. याचा 
अथर्, असा वाहनचालक पनु्हा 
रस्त्यावर वाहन चालवचू 
शकणार नाही.

१

२

३

प्रधानमंत्री आवासच्या २८ लाख 
घरकुलांमध्ये पेटणार सौर मशाल! 

कंुदन पाटील 
लोकमत न्यजू नटेवकर्  

जळगाव : ग्रामीण भागातील २८ लाख 
कुटंुबांच्या आयुष्यात उजेडाची नवी 
पहाट घेऊन येणारी ही बातमी आहे.  
प्रधानमंत्री आवास योजनेतील (ग्रामीण) 
टप्पा क्र. २ तसेच २०२४-२५ या 
कालावधीतील लाभाथ्यार्ंना राज्य 
शासनाच्यावतीने प्रत्येकी ५० हजार 
रुपयांचे अितिरक्त अथर्सहाय्य देऊन या 
घरकुलांवर सौर ऊजार् प्रणाली (१ िकलो 
व्हॅट) कायार्िन्वत करण्याची प्रिक्रया हाती 
घेण्यात आली आहे. 

प्रधानमंत्री आवास योजनेंतगर्त 
(ग्रामीण) कें द्र व राज्याच्या िहश्श्यातनू १ 
लाख २० हजारांचे अथर्सहाय्य िदले जाते. 
मात्र राज्य शासनाने गेल्यावषर्ी एक 
िनणर्य घेत अितिरक्त ५० हजारांचे 
अथर्सहाय्य देण्याची तयारी ठेवली. ५० 
हजारांपैकी ३५ हजार रुपये घरकुलाच्या 
अितिरक्त कामासाठी तर १५ हजार रुपये 
सयूर्घर योजनेंतगर्त वापरण्याचा िनणर्य 
घेतला. त्यानुसार १ िकलोव्हॅट क्षमतेची 
सौर ऊजार् यंत्रणा जोडली जाईल. 

राज्य शासनाचा आनदंप्रकाश, 
लाभाथ्यार्ंना प्रत्येकी ५० हजार

कायर्पद््धती िनिश्चत, यतं्रणा जोडल्यावरच अनदुान 
२७ लाख ८५ हजार ८१९ घरांवर उभारण्यासाठी ग्रामिवकास व पंचायत राज िवभागाच े
प्रधान सिचव एकनाथ डवल ेयांनी कायर्पद्धत िनिश्चत केली आह.े त्यानसुार या 
घरकुलांमध्य ेप्रकाश परेणीसाठी प्रशासनान ेसौर ऊजर्ेची मशाल हाती घतेली आह.े
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‘काेटर् मॅरेज’ केल्याने 
जावयाचा खनू 
महागाव/फुलसावंगी (यवतमाळ) :  
मलुीशी काटेर् मॅरजे केल्यान ेसासरी 
बालेावनू जावयाची हत्या केल्याचा 
प्रकार  फुलसावंगी यथे ेउघडकीस आला 
आह.े  ६ जानवेारी राजेी सासरी आलले्या 
उत्तरप्रदशेातील अनजु जाधव या 
तरुणाचा खनू करण्यात आला हातेा. 
याप्रकरणी महागाव पोिलस ठाण्यात 
भारतिंसह जाधव ( ५२) व त्याचा मलुगा 
रवी भारतिंसह जाधव (२६) यांच्यावर  
खनुाचा गनु्हा नाेंदवण्यात आला.

          िक्वक Update

नागपरूच्या िहरवाईत थंडीचा गारवा आिण 
पोपटांचा प्रमेळ संवाद िदसनू आला. जण ू
िहरव्या पंखांत मातीचा सगंुध, लाल 
चोचीत ऋतूंची गाणी आिण डोळ्यांत मकु्त 
आकाशाची स्वप्न ेचमकत आहते. 

छाया : संजय लचिुरया

कोल्हापरू : येथील एस. एस. मोबाईल 
कडून प्रजासत्ताक िदनािनिमत्त ‘िबग 
िरपिब्लक सेल ‘‘खरेदी असो  
िकतीही लहान, बचत असेल सवार्ंत 
महान" या संकल्पनेसह जाहीर करण्यात 
आला आहे.  

या ऑफरअंतगर्त एका स्माटर् फोन 
खरेदीवर भरघोस बचतीसह चार फायदे, 
म्हणजेच  ४९९९ रुपयांची हमखास 
भेटवस्त,ू चक्क एक नव्हे दोन वषार्ंची 
वॉरंटी, पाच हजारांपयर्ंतचा कॅशबॅक  
आिण चाळीस टक्क्यांपयर्ंतचा भरघोस 
िडस्काउंट, अशा जबरदस्त ऑफसर् 
िमळणार आहेत. 

आयफोन १५ आिण १७ िसरीजच्या 
फोनवर १५ हजारांची मोठी बचत व  ८९ 
रुपयांच्या हप्त्याने खरेदी करण्याची 
संधी िमळणार आहे. सॅमसंग एस- २४ 
अल्ट्रा ५० हजारांची ऑफर, िव्हवोच्या 
एक्स ३०० खरेदीवर २० हजारांची मोठी 
बचत करण्याची संधी या ऑफरमध्ये 
िमळणार आहे. 

गुगलचे सवर् मॉडेल एसएस 

मोबाईलच्या सवर् शाखांमध्ये उपलब्ध 
असनू गुगल िपक्सेल ९ ए आता १५ 
हजारांच्या िडस्काउंटसह तसेच १६६६ 
रुपयांच्या दरमहा हप्त्याने खरेदी करता 
येणार आहे.  

सॅमसंग एस २४ हा २७ हजारांच्या 
िडस्काउंटसह ओप्पो रेनो १५ िसरीजवर 
चक्क रु. ८६००, िरयल मी १६  

प्रो-िसरीजमध्ये सहा हजारांची 
आिण मोटो EDGE 70 Fusion वर दीड 
हजारांपयर्ंतची मोठी बचत िमळणार आहे.  
बँ्रडेड ॲक्सेसरीजवर ७० टक्क्यांपयर्ंत 
िडस्काउंटसह िमळणार आहे. स्माटर् 
टीव्हीवर चक्क साऊंड बार फ्री िमळणार 
आहे. (वा. प्र.)

एसएस मोबाइलकडून  
‘िबग िरपिब्लक सेल’ जाहीर

पणेु-नागपरू 
दरम्यान 
वीकें ड 
िवशेष टे्रन 
पणेु : प्रवाशांची वाढती 
गदर्ी लक्षात घतेा मध्य 
रले्वचे्या पणु ेआिण 
नागपरूदरम्यान िवशषे 
ट्रने चालिवण्याचा 
िनणर्य घतेला आह.े 
गाडी क्रमांक ०१४६७ 
पणु-ेनागपरू िवशषे 
गाडी शकु्रवारी (िद. २३) 
दुपारी ३ वाजनू ५० 
िमिनटांनी पणु ेयथेनू 
सटुले आिण दुसऱ्या 
िदवशी सकाळी 
साडसेहा वाजता 
नागपरू यथे ेपोहोचले, 
तर गाडी क्रमांक 
०१४६८ नागपरू-पणु े
िवशषे गाडी शिनवारी 
(िद. २४) सकाळी ८ 
वाजता नागपरू यथेनू 
सटुले आिण रात्री 
साडअेकरा वाजता पणु े
यथे ेपोहोचले.
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